
 

 

You have seen our posts on the bulletin boards and read our articles in this newsletter, many of you donate generously to our 

organization. Do you know what a “Fire Safe Council” is and what we do? 

A Fire Safe Council (FSC) is a non-profit, community-based organization that  may include local residents, firefighters, insurance 

and real estate agents, business owners, landscape professionals, educators, ranchers, farmers, government officials—anyone 

who has an interest in our community’s safety is welcome.  

Marjorie King, Colleen Welch and Mary Cameron, who was Mount Shasta Vista Volunteer Fire Company Chief at the time, 

founded Juniper Flat Fire Safe Council  in 2005-2006. We wrote a Bureau of Land Management  (BLM) grant proposal which 

gave us the funds to mail letters to the more than 2000 landowners in our area, inviting them to a kick-off meeting and describ-

ing the new organization. The BLM grant was administered by the California Fire Safe Council. We received $7500 which paid 

for printing and mailing those letters, and also funded several free ”Chipper Days”.   

The Hotlum Fire threatened the Mount Shasta Vista subdivision and surrounding area soon after we mailed those letters, and 

just days before the kick-off meeting was scheduled, resulting in an impressive turnout of about 60 people. Unfortunately, as 

the smoke cleared and the memory of the terror we felt watching a wall of flames approach our community faded, the attend-

ance at meetings also dwindled. 

Juniper Flat Fire Safe Council especially values guidance from our local, state and federal firefighters. They are our fire safety 

gurus. They know the dangers in our community—how fires start and spread, how people and animals behave when faced with 

fire, how we  can reduce the risks around our homes, and most important of all, they risk their lives to protect us. They attend 

our meetings when they are available.  

An active FSC makes our community safer and that can lead to other benefits. For example, insurance companies may take the 

FSC’s accomplishments into consideration when calculating insurance rates or even in decisions about which communities to 

insure. Homeowners insurance policies are being cancelled in high risk communities throughout California. Our own community 

is rated as “high risk” so it is important that we do everything we can to make sure our community can continue to be insured., 

and to be insured at an affordable rate. 

We will meet from 10:00—11:30 a.m. on Tuesday, January 14, 2020 at the Mayten Fire Station, 7427 County Highway A12 in  

Big Springs. There are no qualifications required to participate. You don’t have to join or need any special knowledge or skills. 

Come on out and bring your ideas and questions. We’d love to see you there. 

For more information about Juniper Flat Fire Safe Council’s activities please email marjorie@jffsc.com. 
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